Biology Learning Log

The writing you will do in your Biology Log will provide a way for you to think about what you are learning, to question what you don't understand, and to integrate new concepts and ideas with what you already know.  This writing will be thinking on paper; therefore, don't worry about mechanical correctness or spelling.  Deal with ideas and questions instead. 

"Think" writing means:

· Summarizing what you have learned. 

· Integrating new ideas with ones you already understand. 

· Questioning the significance of what you learn. 

· Discovering questions about what you know. 

· Discovering questions about what you don't understand.

"Think" writing will help you:

· Understand new material.

· Ask relevant questions.

· Make new knowledge part of you.

· Retain what you learn.

· Improve your ability to write in all subjects.

When should you write?  

· Write when you are confused.  

· Write to discover what specific points you don't understand.

· Write when new concepts are introduced.

· Write when you question the importance of an idea. 

· Write when you are preparing for a test.

· Write when you are relaxed and in the mood to write.

 Example:

Student's Entry:  I liked our lesson about organs today.  I was surprised that a leaf was an organ.  I knew that lungs and hearts and things like that are organs.  But I sure didn't know that hands and arms and tree roots were organs.  And isn't the liver a gland if it can make things our body needs?  Our book said a gland is a tissue that can produce different substances. 

Teacher's comment:  One difference, Carol, is that glands are tissues while organs are groups of tissues.  But we'll go over the differences again.  Keep telling me when you are confused.  

